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Minutes of the Friends of Greville Smyth Park FroGS—Monday 14th 

March 
Present: Taylor, Hugh, Rosie, Steve, Peter, Chris, Rich, Nick, Janine, Celia, Tess, Lorena, Pam 
and Harry 

Regrets: Matt Symonds, Ingrid Skeels, Laz Irvine, Wendy Tippet  

Introduction: 

Taylor gave an introduction and brief overview of some areas which FROGs are keen 
to develop over the following months. The previous minutes of Oct 15 meeting were 
agreed by those present. 

A priority was to look at new ways of communicating and engaging with park users, 
with a view to revising the now out of date park improvement plan/strategy. A key 
issue is the need for support to write funding requests. 

The website is up and running and the Facebook page has 250 likes and regular 
users. This is a very effective means of communication and reaching out to new 
potential active members.  

Lorena Alvarez, Bristol City Council Neighbourhood officer, and attender of the 
Environmental Sub Group, acknowledged that several other parks groups need 
support. She is able to assist in helping out with engagement strategies and funding 
applications.  

This was debated amongst the group and it was noted that members of the current 
committee are looking to hand over responsibility, in due course, to a new members. 

AGM and Election of Officers. 

Co-Chairs elected: Celia Proposed. Janine Seconded. Taylor and Hugh elected. Both 
agreed to carry on in the short term but would, by preference, like to hand over in 
the coming months. 

Treasurer: Rosie was nominated and elected as Treasurer. She presented the 
accounts and reported that the group have a balance of £2848.56 and that there had 
been one transaction of £150 over the past year to pay for the website.  See 
attached accounts.  

Membership Secretary: Celia was nominated and elected. It was suggested that a 
Membership form be kept in the café with Rich, who meets new park users regularly. 
Rich offered a 10% discount on Hoppers Coffee for Frogs members. 

Park events and community engagement  

Rich of Hoppers Coffee will run an Easter egg trail in the park with a map and a 
reward at the end of the trail. A notice on the Board and website will advertise this. 

He is also keen to work with Lets Make Art over the summer months. Action: Rich  

Discussion about re-introducing Lazy Sunday as an opportunity to celebrate the park 
and to engage with park users. Music and children’s games are popular and previous 
events were self-funded. 
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Chris Brown, a local entertainer also known as Mr. Brown’s Pig, offered his expertise 
and is able to provide storytelling, puppet shows and has resources such as signage 
and bunting. The circular green area next to the Pavilion provides an ideal 
performance area. FroGS and the café will look for opportunities to work with him 
this summer and autumn.  

A Gala event is planned at the Pavilion to raise funds for the Bowls Club. Dates to be 
confirmed and FroGS is eager to help out and support.  Action: Rosie and Tess 

Harry reported that a local resident s group hope to fund raise for a memorial bench 
for Roland Reed, a quiz night is planned for 8th April at The Coopers. Action: Harry  

Those interested in family events plan to meet in about a month and plan events 
around Halloween, school holidays and other. Action: Rich, Chris, Rosie 

The Local authority have confirmed that Licensing is required for events and 
proposals will follow. A calendar of events might be helpful to ensure coordination 
with other local activity. Events can be circulated via the Greater Bedminster 
Community Partnership Newsletter and social media [several platforms] The Park 
Notice Board can also be used. Action: Lorena plus others. 

Park Strategy 

In the past this had been a painful and formal process. The group felt that it should 
now be kept more localised and simple but the park / green space area covers a 
wide area including Ashton Meadows. The purpose of any strategy would be to 
engage more park users and to provide the basis for any potential fund raising for 
park projects. The strategy process could help bring new ideas, priorities and people 
to FroGS. Any strategy would be short and simple.  

The group felt that keeping it simple was the best way forward.  

Hugh felt that a strategy process might help groups form around areas of special 
interest such as Tennis, Bowls, Play, wildlife, The Boys Club, Cycling, Dog Walkers, 
Flowers / Flora. 

Lorena plans to hold a Love Parks Event, ideally linked to another event and noted 
that Resident led events were often better. Action: Lorena 

Any Other Business. 

Metrobus: Steve and Taylor attended a meeting with Metrobus developers (Balfour 
Beatty) about the route through Ashton Meadows. This runs past Paxton Drive and 
over the bridge. A bus is planned for every 3 minutes [raised eyebrows]. Planned to 
be complete by October 16 but Balfour Beatty have not yet started the slip works. 
Pedestrians and cyclists will soon be able to restart using the path and bridge but no 
detailed drawings are yet available for Festival Way. We will circulate notes from this 
meeting to the group in a separate email.   

Wildlife areas in park: An offer is on the table for Frogs to consider environmental 
mitigation and landscaping in the park related to the ‘My Wild City’ initiative. Avon 
Wildlife Trust are working with BCC via Matt Collis [AWT] to look at this and FroGS 
has circulated the proposed changes to park maintenance that this would entail.  

http://www.puppetsonline.co.uk/
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Park keeper: Mike the Caretaker is retiring from his role in the park. We need to 
discuss plans to replace him and sending Mike a thank you note/ present from 
FroGS. 

Homelessness strategy in BCC was discussed as there are an increasing number of 
tented accommodation found in the area. Advised to report via the Council website. 

 

Date of the next meeting To Be Confirmed.  

  


